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UGLINESS IS BANE
OF MOST NURSERIES

Beautiful Surroundings is

of Infinite Importance in

Education of Children—Dumping Grounds
of all the Household Trash

By ELIZABETH WHARTON MITCHELL

‘N spite of the emphatio persistence
with which the cry, "“Art is one
of the most powerful factors {n
clvilization,” it is remarkable how
eager everybody seems to avold any
practical application of the maxim.
More particularly can the truth of
this be perceived when entering the
average schoolroom and nursery, The
sentimentalist and the sermonlzer
spend many words in proclalming the
wonderful Influence of the nursery in
producing flne men and women. And
yet there Is comparatively little at-
tempt to educate the child indirectly
by means of his surroundings.

Of course, many f{mprovements in
this direction have been noticeable
lately. Most nurserles now are at least
more sanltary than they were and the
Influence of the Froebel doctrines has
been felt to conslderable advantage,
But in far too many houses one can
still eee evidences of the tendency to
send to schoolroom and nursery what-
ever furniture is too old and too ugly
to be used in any other part of the
house. Presumably we are still far
from the day when class rooms in the
publio &choola will be anything else
than hldeous and uninspiring of aught
but disgust and wearlness. The fact
has not as yot flitered {nto the minds
of the boards of education that the
child’s whole view of what he is set to
earn, indeed, of the pecessity of learn-
Ing anythlng at all {8 tinged by the
ippearanca of the surroundings in
which the actual studying is done.

But there {s no reason why this
should not Dbe counteracted in the
home, In fact, as most people real-
Ize, the home must be relled upon to
ounteract a good deal of the Influence
of the echool, especlally in the matter
of manners, grammar and pronuncia-
tion of the mother-tongue,

It {s a fact that the aesthetic sen-
sibllitles wake early in some children
and the {mportance of having harmo-
nfous surroundings cannot be exagger-
ated. Who does not remember the
associations belween the appearance of
certaln rooms and the dally occupa-

tions connected with them? And who

hag not felt a return of the weary feel-
ing so often engendered by the mem-
ory of particular parts of the paternal
home?

The daily intercourse with poor pie-
tures, trashy ornaments and cheap-
looking furniture 1s just as bad for the
child as a course of dime novels. And
yvot parents who guard their young
most carefully from the Influence of
“Deadwood Dlck” and “Nick Carter”
think nothing of letting them “deco-
rate’ ‘the walla of the mnursery with
chromos from justrated papers and
“comic” supplements. They may be
quite scrupulous in not letting friends
and relatives spoil young stomachs with
a mass of indigestible food, but they
do not protect young eyes and minds
from the effects of a room cluttered
up with fll-chosen and unadmirable
“ornaments.” And the worst of it is
that the money so spent would buy
good things—and a few good things
are far better than a multitude of even
medioere stuff. This, by the way, ap-
plies just as much to the rest of the
bouse as Lo the juvenile quarters. A
good print can frequently be obtained
for the same price as a flashy chromo.
The freak things that fond and foolish
relatives sometimes buy for children,
apparently under the Idea that they
are funny, cost just as much as a plas-
ter roproduction of good statuary, a
Tanagra statuette or an Itallan bust
People who would not think of put-
ting a pink monkey riding on a purple
cow anywhere In thelr diolng-room or
parlor allow such monstrosities quite
complacently in the nurgery. And then
they wonder why thelr children are
bored when they are dragged to ‘muse-
ums. An entire article conld be writ-
ten on the uselessness, even the harm,
of the number of lll-chosen presents
young ones recelve., Just as harmful
s the crowded, cluttered conditlon of
the nursery In which they have to

pass thelr early days, which, In many
establishments, I8 considered the out-
let for the overflow from the rest of
the house

All migcellaneons adornments should
be rulhlessly ejected. The walls should

Showing How a Ha_ll_lnia Small Aparment Can Be Made Beautlful.

HOW TO DECORATE A

[TODEL SEWING ROOI1

With Homemade Fittings Adapted to Utility and
Ornament—The Importance of Light, Ventil-
ation and Subdued Coloring

HE model sewing-room in the city
or country house should be well
lighted and ventilated, and deco-
rated in such a manner that,

while the room Is well lighted, the
walls are not glaring, but restful to
the eyes. Subdued colors, thercfore,
should bs employed, and cream white
or old-{vory colored woodwork ls pre-
ferred to dark or blank-white wood,

The best model sewing-room I have
ever seen has woodwork plain and
frec from fancy molding and orna-
mental work. The side walls are in
onoe flat color, without deslgn or orna-
ment to annoy the eyes. In coloring
it 18 of a soft ollve green in one of the
new light shades,

The frieze above the plcture molding
has a wreath and garland ornament,
although any other good pattern in a
light pink wallpaper can be used.

sThere are three useful features in
this room. One is the chiffonfer, with
wide and deep drawers for patterns
dress goods and fabrics that it I3 best
not to fold. Commodlous ‘drawers fn
a sewing-room are always hest to keep
“ungs in; they need not bo deep, but

there should be enough of them, so
that each lot of materlals can have one
drawer,

Another fealure Is the long wall cab-
Inet, which extends from the chiffonier
to the door casing. This is made from
three pleces of shelving six Inches
wide, braced

In one or two paces,
and beld up to the wall with Iron
brackets. Curtalns of thin material

slide on rods, so the contents of the
cablnet ean be partinlly hidden from
view,

The Cutting Board.

The last and one of the most useful
features 18 the large cutting board, slx
fecet long and thirly-six inches wide,
hinged to the wall and gupported by
hingod brackets at the wall and side
of the chiffonier. When not in use the
brackets can be folded {n and the
board dropped so It will be snug to
tho wall, A large cutting board Is al-
ways an essential feature In a sewing-
room, but often the room is too small
to accommodate a table sufMclently
large. This drop board, however, will
Oll a long-felt want, and any carpen-

Hall in House of Well-Known Author, With Long Vista Into Reception Room.

be of some light but restful color, such
as turquosle blue or pale green. They
should serve as a background for a
few carefully chosen plaster casts,
photographs and prints of good pic-
tures. And these should represent sub-
Jects and objects connected with the
Iimmediate studles the chlld 18 pursu-
ing. For natural history, for {nstance,
there should be good Japaness prints
of animals; for European hlistory,
prints or pliotographs of portarits by
Velasquez or Van Dyck of celebrated
historieal characters, such as Charles
I., or whatever the principal actors be
In the period studled. The prints and
casts should be inexpensive enough
and few enough to allow of thelr be-
Ing replaced by others as the child’s
studles progress. In other words, the
walls of the nursery and schoolroom
should form a plctorial commentary on
what the child Is being taught.

It l& easy to see how this system can
be developed and how it can be made
to assist the teachers and parents,
But the most important thing to re-
member Is, “Don't crowd the walls
It will be found that good pletures will
Interest the children more than the
trash they are usually brought up with,
on the pretext, generallyfi that
trash is “cunning” ©t course, the
chudren like the trash, becauso they
don't get a proper chance to like :my.-
thing else. But they won't necd very
much encouragement to like what is
really good,

USES OF
STERMCIL:

For Interior Decoration—

Beautiful New Colors
Now Available

By CLAUDIA Q. MURPHY

HERE are several nmew colors in
T vogue this year that are espe-
cially good for interlor decora-
tions, one particularly, a new

the |

sage gray called lichen, which s very

ter can make one for small cost.

A drop-ledge sewlng table can be
made In a similar manner, though not
80 Jarge, and when not fn use it can
be let down agalnst the wall,

Pretty curtains and a box filled with
growlng plants add a pleasing appear-
ance to the windows, and on the var-
nished floor a rug of subdued colors
can be placed, although the majority
of women prefer a bare floor when the
sewing-room is In use.

A very convenient Iittle sewlng
bench can be made from two boxes,
one of which can be fitted with draw-
erg, and in which spool threads and
sllks may be kept, as well as the mls-
cellaneous lot of sewing things a
woman accumulates, The lower box
can be twenty-four inches long, four-
teen Inches high and twelve or four-
teen Inches deep. This will be found
i convenlent size,

A shelf is arranged at the middle,
and under the four cormers wooden
balls to act as feet can be screwed
fast, These balls can be purchased at
any slatlonery or toy store, and are
the kind that have a long elastic at-
tached, and may be bought for a cent,
Each ball should be held in a vise and
a hole bored in it with a bit, through
which the screw wlill pass easlly with-
out splitting it.

Everything Homemade.

Above this box, and to one slde, a
smaller one can be attached with
acrews and a division made In It for
two drawers., The drawers are small
wooden boxes cut down to the proper
size. Chocolate or candy boxes can
be had about the right size and fitted
to the large hox, or the case may he

cut to fit the drawers, Around the

well named, because it is very true to
the color of the lichen that forms on
old wood, It is excellent for side walls
new amber shade {8 also very pepular;
In western or southern rooms. The
it {s warm in tone, very efiective and
Is decldedly good for bedrooms

The dull old blues are very much
used In diping-rooms and libraries—
especlally with mahogany furaiture,
There 18 a new red—a rich
deep red with plenty o

llchen-colored walls, Thiz 1s most ex-
fectlve when used in stencil work, it is
to be avolded for the entire wall.

Another popular color for border- |
fng is a vivid orange called carrot, |
and quite a departure for walls in al
dark northern or eastern room I3 cro-
cus, the new, warm, rich bufi—on the
tones of corn color—but warmer and
more suggestive of its namesake. For
stencll work over this crocus wall the |
warm myrtle or the richer grove
greens are used a great deal, with just
an occaslonal touch of peony to add
Interest to the design.

The use of deep reds in dining-
rooms Is no longer in vogue. Quleter,
and more subdued colors and refined
decoratlon prevall thls spring,

The Placing of the Stencil. |

In good interior decorating a great
deap depends on the placing of a sten-
cll. To give the best effect, If the ceil-
ing be low, omit horlzontal lines as
much as possible and avold plate ralls,
dados or wainscoting Use narrow
four-inch beadings or bands, and out-
line your woodwork by following along
baseboard, up around doorg and win-
dows and back to baseboard agaln. |
Have perpendicular lines, for they sug-
gest height,

To vary this treatment—for nothing
is more tiresome than a single method
carried through a honge—use the sin-
gle stencil motlfs with heayy tops,
and run the perpendicular lines to the
baseboard. Do not get ovér two or
four motifs to a side wall, and these
will make a most artlstic decoratior
for a rcom. Conventlopalized chrysan-
themums are delightful when used thls
way, with thelr heavy orlental colors
ageinst the soft color of the side wall.

These oriental gchemes are delight-
ful in libraries and dens, and some-
times, when the lighting is good, in

living rooms and dining-rooms, It all

Effects of
Different

Living Reom in a Remodeled Barn.

cured by using a much lighter tone
of the side wall colors az a drop of
eighteen or twenty-four inches from
the celling, and then outllning it on
the ingide with a narrow stencil as a
horlzontal panel; then with a lighter
toned celling, the barnlike effect of
helght Is almost effaced, Remember,

as a general prineiple, white ceilings |

add helzht to your room, and colored
reduco It,

The Hall.

Quile a new departure {3 the use of

depends on Indizidual taste, as well as | beavy patterned stencils on the lower

on ‘he kind of furniture used.

When ceilings have excessive helght,
and thils apparent height is to be
duced, worlt the stenclls from the plate
or photo rall and use heavier pat-
terns. Avo!d white for the
that emphazizes helght., Us

re-

samo ghade of side wall or a conlrast-
ing eolor—drop thiz to the photo rail
and work t stencil out in deep, rich
colors, s as deep, woodsy greens
and dull r

ha
h

ceiline, for | terns
a warm, | stralght line
heavy tone of some color—efther the | this Is the very

third of the side wall, especlally in
halis where forniture is limited to a
few chalrs and a hall tree. The eficct
Is excelient and is a decided relief
from the usual treatment. These pat-

must, not all terminate in a
glving a dado effect—
thing to be avoided;

L

Y

¢y must end fn uniform but varying

its, tall and short designs alter-

nating,
Geometrical de

colors u

I;ns prevall, end the
d should bs warm and rich.

—~called peony, which is excellent to There Is als0 a third method of re- | Tho patlern is carried up to say four
glve a touch of color to the soft | ducing apparent height, This is se- | or five fect, if the ceiling helght will
- - ~
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Reception Room in the H

sldes and back of the box a low rail
wlll prevent spools and small things
that are belng used from dropping off
the top of the box.

Handles to the drawers and a cur-
tain for the lower box, arianged on
rings and a wire, will complete this
convenlent little sewing bench, To
finish it nicely a coat of slain and one
or two of varnish, or two thin coats
of paint of some desirable shade, will
add to Its attractiveness and glve the
woodwork a better appearance,

This bench 1s qulto commodious
enough to hold the necesdary sewing
things, and the lower shelves will ac-
commodate nicely folded goods that
vou may be worklng upon, as well as
some pasteboard boxes contalning a
miscellaneous assortment of things

HELEN MAR ADAMS.

FLOWER
STANDS

Useful and Decorative, for
Indoor Garden—Ferneries
and Aquariums

Stands made of willow or rattan are
very ornamental and much used
abroad, Many people prefer them, as
they can be made to bharmonize with
the furniture, It is best to fill them
with plants In pots, although It i3 pos-

sible to use just the zioc pan with

| 80, as toue

which they are all provided,

Ferneries are used for growing
plants which require a moist atmos-
phere, which is impossible in an or-
dinary room. They are made {o varl-
ous styles and of varlous materials,
They consist of two parts—an inner
one, porous, in which the ferns are
planted, and an outer one, usually
decorated. Some are of Iron, with a
zine lnterior, of waich the lid or top
can be lifted up to admli fresh alr.
Thelr great advantage ls that they
only need waterlng every month or
molsture which settles on
the insido of the case returns Lo the
soll agaln, Some are made of clay
or terra cotla, with a glass, bell-shaped
shade.

Light soll, mostly leaf mold, should
be used to (Il fornerles. After piant-
Ing give the soil o good watering and
set the case where it will reccive
plenty of light but no sun. Rewmove
decayed leaves as gccasion demands,

Plants suitable for the aquarium are
the anacharls Canadens.s, eol-grass,
conferva (especlally good in winter
tme, as it Is the only plaat that flour-
ishes then), myrlophylium. All these
are particularly valupble for aerating
the water. Remove all the do ayed
stems and leaves before putting them
lvn, arrange thom Io bunches of ten or
fifteen, make a hole in the sand, insert
the bult ends of the plants and bo
careful to make them secure at the
bottom by pressing small stones about
them. Roots are not nece sary, as the
cuttings will soon send them. out
When the plants are in fill up the tank
fo within an fnch and a half from the
top.  Wait two or three days heforoe

putting the fish in, so that the plants

|

may begln growing.

ome of a Leader of Boston Soclety,

| must
| walls and celling, the rug light in color

bear it, and the upper portion of the
wall should be plain and of warm
color., These patterns are excellent,
because they adjust themselves to
stairs and risers better than any other
form of hall treatment, The dark
stencil colors serve to cover the effect
of soil coming from contact of occa-
slonal hands or clothing touching the
wall surface.

Warm, rich, sunny tan males an
excellent hall color for the side wall
and cream for the celling; then worly
tho stencil pattern out with dull blue
and a touch of dull red or orange red

| and you bhave a pecullarly good com-

position.

If you have architectural picturea
hang them in the ball, with here and
there a good French print in color,
Let the lighting be good, but profer-
ably from the side rather than from
the celilog, if It can be arranged.

The Treatment of a Dining-Room.

The vogue of mahogany for dining-
room furoiture has naturally devel-
oped the use of white enameled or
painted woodwork as a background,
which usually I{pcludes wainscoung
around the room, as well as the trim
over doors and windows, The wall
surface 13 treated simply in either a
dull green or a soft old blue, and the
colling Is white, Hang the pictures
blind If posslble—but if they are too
large to permit of thls, hang from two
wires to carry out the stralght line
effect of the panpels. Finish oif your
wainscoting with a ledge at the tcp to
serve as a plate rail. For your rug
use a delft blue, in two or three tones,
If your wall color corresponds; or a
dull green if the wall is of that hue,
For the curtaing use the charming cres
tonnes In floral pattern,

The Sleeping-Room.

When it comes to the treatment of
the bedroom, restful, quiet simpliclty
prevall. Have soft colors on

and the curtains dainty and sheer.
Painted, enameled or brass beds fit in
with almost any scheme.

Stencils on Curtains and Draperies. '

The use of stencils can be extended
to the curtalns, table runners, drap-
eries, couch pillows and hassocks with
delightful effect With the primary
colors of blue, red and yellow, and the
addition of white, a perfect host of
shades can easily be produced, Add
plenty of beopzine to the oll color,
which should be used so that it will
dry qulckly, and then there will be
little danger of the color running, Cau-
tlon must be taken, however, not to
overfill the brush, which should be of
good stiff bristles., Dip it lightly into
the paint; try the color and stencll on
some old fabrle firat, and then, by the
use of thumb tacks, fasten your sten-
cll to the fabric and go over the pat-

tern carefully and slowly.

VARIED DUTIES OF

SOCIAL SECRETARIES

Must Know lntricacies of the Code and Rules of Pre-
cedence—Women of Culture and Experience
in Demand as Chaperones

The soelal secretary thrives in Wash- | clal usage, you know, I3 a matter of

fngton, D. C., and in large wealthy
citles. The wife of the President of
the United States has a personal and
soclal secretary to read and gnswer
lelters and Invltations, to supervise
lists and to represent her (n many
ways. The ladics of diplomatie circles,
wives of Senators and Congressmen,
and many other women of wealth and
position, depend greatly upon their so-
cial secretaries and companjons to take
the burdens of lotterwriting, making
appointments, Interviewing tradespeo-
ple, and similar duties off their hands,

The social secretary, of course, must
be a young woman of good soclal
standing, preferably with college edu-
cation, with some muysical talent and
with poise and charm of manner. She
will have to accompany her patron on
pleasure jaunts, to fill in_.at cards or
dinner jf occasion demands. to be pre-
sentable at all times.. Newcomers .in
Washingteon, or In any other clty, pre-
fer women of old, established families,
who can dnstruet thom /s to the Toen)
soclal code, and can steer them pround
the rocks of ridicule and blunder, So-

locaiity; but it is well to know these
local rules. In the smaller clties one
young womau sometimes acts as soclal
sceretary to several wealthy or busi
Dess women,

All established girls’ schools bave
chaperones for the young ladies. The
chaperone generally has charge of #
resldence, or of a certaln dormitory
and her charges sit at her table. Sht
Is supposed to “mother” them, t0
watch their table and other mannoers
to ezcort them to the city on shopplnd
or pleasure jaunts, and go on (ripd
with them. These chaperones are re-
crulted from the ranks of gentlewom-
en of the same soclal standing as thelr
wards. There {8 no age llmit to thia
position, I kuow one chaperone for a
very exclusive school who {s a grand-
mother.  She tried to reszign Tecently,
glving her age as the reason, “Instead,
we will add to your salary for your
added years and experlence,'” was the
reply. | Shke Informed me, confidently,
that she bod yearned .that all schools
piy a commlssion for pupils secured,
and she Intends next year to travel
over her home State securing pupils.




